STATE OF ALASKA [ s o coomer

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE & P.O. BOX 110805

P ’ . JUNEALU, ALASKA 99811-0805
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PHONE: (S07) 465-2515

DIVISION OF INSURANCE

BULLETIN 93-07

RE: REQUIRED OFFERS OF CERTAIN DENTAL, VISION,
AND HEARING INSURANCE COVERAGE

HCS CS5B 404 (L & C), An Act Requiring An Offer Of Certain Dental, Vision, And
Hearing Insurance Coverage, takes effect July 1, 1993. The act amends AS 21.42 by
adding AS 21.42.385 -- Dental, Vision, and Hearing Coverage. An admitted insurer
that wrote more than $300,000.00 in Alaskan premium in 1992 and that is authorized
to offer, issue for delivery, deliver or renew an individual or group disallity
insurance policy for medical coverage on an expense-incurred basis in Alaska, or a
hospital or a medical service corporation authonzed to offer or renew a subscriber's
contract in Alaska, is required to offer minimum dental, vision, and hearing coverage,
either as a rider or in the form of a limited benefit policy, directly or under contract
with another insurer or another hospital or medical service corporation. The offer,
including the acceptance or rejection of the minimum dental, vision, and hearing
coverage by each policvholder or subscriber, must be included in the records of the
insurer or hospital or medical service corporation.

T'he minimum coverage required to be offered may not be less than the dental, vision,
and hearing coverage provided on January 1, 1992 to persons entitled to medical
henefits under AS 39.35.535 (Public Employees’ Retirement System of Alaska). The
Division of Retirement and Benefits in the Department of Administration has
provided to the Division of Insurance a copy of the Dental-Vision-Audio Plan, a EDE}-’
of which is attached to this bulletin. Any questions regarding the scope of the
coverage should be directed to the Division of Retirement and Benefits.

AS 21.42.385(d) provides that in Medicare supplement policies the mandatory offer of
dental, vision, and hearing coverage will be governed by applicable federal laws.
Pursuant to such federal laws, the Division of Insurance adopted regulations
regarding Disability Insurance Marketed As Medicare Supplements, see
3 AAC 28410 and 510. The Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990 (42 USE
1395ss) required establishment of ten standard plans for Medicare supplement
insurance. To the extent that dental, vision, and hearing coverage is available under
Medicare and covered under the ten basic Medicare supplement plans, the offer of
any one the standard Medicare supplement plans will satisfy AS 21.42.385.
Therefore, no separate or additional ﬁfgzr of dental, vision, and hearing coverage 1s
required for Medicare supplement insurance.
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