
























Page 1 of 2  February 12, 2016 
 

ALASKA STATE PHYSICAL THERAPY AND OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY BOARD 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

 
 

1. AS 08.84.010 Add (c) This [act] is enacted for the purpose of protecting the public health safety 
and welfare, and provides for jurisdiction administrative control, supervision, licensure, and 
regulation of the practice of physical therapy and occupational therapy. It is the legislatures’ 
intent that only individuals who meet and maintain prescribed standards of competence and 
conduct may engage in the practice of physical therapy and occupational therapy as 
authorized by this [act]. This [act] shall be liberally construed to promote the public interest and 
to accomplish the purpose stated herein.  
 

2. AS 08.84.030(a)(1) amended to read: “have graduated from a professional physical therapy 
education program accredited by a national accreditation agency approved by the Board”.  
 

3. AS 08.84.030(b)(1) be amended to read: “have graduated from a professional occupational 
therapy education program accredited by a national accreditation agency approved by the 
Board”.  

 
4. Repealing AS 08.84.030(b)(2) regarding documentation for occupational therapy fieldwork.  

 
5. AS 08.84.032(a)(3) and (b)(3) be amended to require an English examination only if the degree 

program was not taught in English. 
 

6. AS 08.84.032 “Foreign Trained” be changed to “Foreign Educated”.  
 

7. AS 08.84.032(a)(7) and (b)(7) changing the statute regarding foreign educated PTs and OTs, to 
be required to “meet qualifications for licensure established in regulations adopted by the 
board under AS 08.84.010(b)”.  

 
8. AS 08.84.075 be amended to clarify that a limited permit is valid for 120 consecutive days and 

that only one limited permit may be issued in a 12 month period.  
 

9. AS 08.84.032 (a) (1) be amended to read “have completed, to the satisfaction of the board, a 
resident course of study and professional instruction substantially equivalent to the first 
professional degree in physical therapy in the United States.”  

 
10. AS 08.84.032 (b) (1) be amended to read “have completed, to the satisfaction of the board, a 

resident course of study and professional instruction substantially equivalent to the first 
professional degree in occupational therapy in the United States.”  

 
11. AS 08.84.190 (6) Add to the definitions in Sec 08.84.190 The term “physiotherapy” shall be 

synonymous with “physical therapy”.  
 

12. AS 08.84.010(a) removal of physician and replace by an occupational therapist or an 
occupational therapy assistant.  



Page 2 of 2  February 12, 2016 
 

13. AS 08.84.130(a) removal of wording LPT - Licensed Physical Therapist to be replaced with PT - 
Physical Therapist based on national trends.  

 
14. AS 08.84 change all references of “physical therapy assistant” to “physical therapist assistant” 

based on national trends.  
 

15. AS 08.84.120 include for clarity for disciplinary actions, revising title, adding  in (a) and adding 
#9 
 


